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This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 
Listing of Claims: 



Claim 1 (currently amended): A panWike, refastenable, disposable absorbent article which defines 
^\ front waist region, a back waist region, a crotch region which extends between and connects sa^the 
waist regions, a longitudinal direction and a lateral direction, said the absorbent article comprising: 

a) an absorbent chassis which - d e finoc an oxtorior ourfooo,an int e r i or surfac e opposit e s aid 
e xt e r i or s urfac e, that includes a pair of laterally opposed side edges and a pair of longitudinally 
opposed waist edges; 

b) a pair of opposed side panels whieh that extend outward from and b e fafe e n s aid sid ee dg e s - crf 
said absorbent ohassis i n sa i d front waist reg i on and sa i d the back waist region of s a i d absorb e nt 

I artic le to d e fino o wa i st opening and a pair of l e g oponings i n said pant - lik e d is po s ab le ab s orb e nt 
articl e, wherein each of said the opposed side panels defines a first side margin, said the first side 
margins are permanently attached to said the side edges of said the absorbent chassis in on e of 6 aid 
front waist rogion and said the back waist region of s ai d a b s orbent a rt i cl e to provide a permanent joint, 
and a second side margin, said the second side margins are releasably attached to said the side edges 
of said the absorbent chassis in a n - oppo s it e the front wais)region of s aid absorb e nt articl e to provide a 
releasable joint; and 

c) a fastener permanently attached to e ach of s& i d the second side margins marg in of said each 
of the side panels, wherein sa i d f a st e n e r d e f i nes a^fastonor odgo l ongth in s a i d l ong i tud i na l d i r e ction 
a nd 6 a i d r ele asabl e joint d e fines a roloosob l o jofnt longth i n sa i d longitudinal dir e ction, wh e re i n said 
re l eaooblo joint le ngth is gr e at e r than said faetonor odoo l ongth the releasable joint is provided by the 
fastener and one or more releasable bonda 



Claim 2 (currently amended): The absorbent article of claim 1 wherein said the absorbent chassis 
comprises: 

a) an outer coven 

b) a bodyside liner whufh is connected to said the outer cover in a superposed relation; and 

c) an absorbent oorp disposed between said the outer cover and said the bodyside liner. 

Claim 3 (canceled) 
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Claim 4 (currently amended): The absorbent article of claim 1 wherein said the fasteners are hookj 
loop type fasteners. 

Claim 5 (currently amended): The absorbent artide of claim 3 1 and further comprisjrlg at least one 
attachment panel which is located on said an exterior surface of said the absorbent chassis wherein 
said the fasteners are refastenably engaged to said the attachment panel. 



Claim 6 (currently amended): The absorbent article of claim 3 1 wlWein said the absorbent chassis 
includes an outer cover which provides said an exterior surface of said the absorbent chassis and 
wherein said the fasteners are refastenably engaged directly to said the outer cover of said the 
absorbent chassis. 



Claim 7 (currently amended): The absorbent arti$ 
extensible at least in said the lateral direction. 



of claim 1 wherein said the side panels are 



Claims 8-9 (canceled) 

Claim 10 (currently amended): /he absorbent article of claim 1 and further defining an article centerline 
in said the longitudinal direction wherein each of said the fasteners includes a fastener ear that is 
attached to said the second side margin of said the side panel and extends inwardly toward said the 
article centerline when iff a prefastened configuration. 



Claim 1 1 (currently amended): The absorbent article of claim 10 wherein said the fastener ears are 
extensible at least in said the lateral direction. 



Claim 12 (canceled) 



Claim 13 (currently amended): The: 
releasable bonds are ultrasonic bone 



sorbent article of claim 42 1 wherein said the one or more 
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Claim 14 (currently amended): A pant-like, refastenable, disposable absorbent article which dsmnes a 
front waist region, a back waist region, a crotch region which extends between and connects said the 
waist regions, a longitudinal direction and a lateral direction, said the absorbent article comprising: 

a) an absorbent chassis which definoc an oxtorior surfac e , an i nt e r i or surfacaopposit e s aid 
oxtorior surface, that includes a pair of laterally opposed side edges and a pair ^nongitudinally 
opposed waist edges; 

b) a pair of opposed back panels which are permanently attached to4a» the side edges of said 
the absorbent chassis in said the back waist region of said the absorbed article; 

c) a pair of opposed front panels which are releasably attached to said the side edges of said the 
absorbent chassis In said the front waist region of said the absortafent article to provide a pair of 
releasable joints wherein said the front panel and said the bacKpanel on each side edge of said the 
absorbent chassis are connected together along a side searn to d e fin e a wai s t oponing and a pa i r of le g 
op e n i ng s and prov i do said pant -li k e , r ele acablo, d i sposable abcorbont artiolo ; and 

d) a fastener permanently attached to each of said the front panels adjacont sa i d ro l oacablo jo i nt 
and configured to refastenably engage said an exterior surface of said the absorbent chassis in said the 
front waist region, wherein sa i d fast e n e r define s afaotonor odgo longth i n said l ongitudina l d i rect i on 
and sa i d roloacablo joint dofinos a r el easabl e joint l e ngth in said -l ongitud i na l d i rect i on wh e r e in said 
rai oagg hi Q jn i nt Inngth i f . gr^t a r than Raid faffonor e dga longth each releasable joint is provided by the 
fastener and one or more releasable bonds 



Claim 15 (currently amended) The absorbent article of claim 14 wherein said the absorbent chassis 
includes an outer cover which provides said Itje exterior surface of said the absorbent chassis and 
wherein said the fasteners are C9nfigured to refastenably engage directly with said the outer cover of 
said the absorbent chassis. 



Claim 16 (currently amenoed): The absorbent article of claim 14 wherein said the side panels are 
extensible in at least said the lateral direction. 



Claims 17-18 (canceled) 
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Claim 19 (currently amended): The absorbent article of claim 14 and further defining an article 
centerline in said the longitudinal direction wherein each of sajd^he fasteners includes a fastener ear 
that is attached to said the second side margin of said the sjde panel and extends inwardly toward sa& 
the article centerline whon in a profast e nod conf i gur 



Claim 20 (currently amended): The absorbent article of claim 1 9 wherein each of said the fastener ears 
are extensible in at least said the lateral direc^ 

/ 

Claim 21 (canceled) 



ofclai^i 14 1 



Claim 22 (currently amended): The absorbent article of dairfH^ 14 wherein said the one or more 
releasable bonds are ultrasonic bonds. y 

Claim 23 (currently amended): A pant-like, refastenable, disposable absorbent article which defines a 
front waist region, a back waist region, a crotch region which extends between; and connects said the 
waist regions, a longitudinal direction and a lateral direction, said the absproent article comprising: 

a) an absorbent chassis wh i ch d e finoo on oxtorior ourfaoo, an interior surfac e- op p o si te said 
oxtor i or s urfac e , - that includes a pair of laterally opposed side ed^s and a pair of longitudinally 
opposed waist edges; and 

b) a pair of opposed back panels which are permanently attached to said the side edges of said 
the absorbent chassis in said the back waist region of s^id ab s orbont artic l o ; 

c) a pair of opposed front panels which are pemianently attached to eati the side edges of said 
the absorbent chassis in said the front waist regipn of - sa i d absorbont articl e wherein said the front 
panel and said the back panel are releasably connected together along a side seam to provide a 
releasable joint and tod e fino a waist oponir)Q and - apa i r of l eg openings and provido co i d absorbent 
artic l o ; and 




d) a fastener permanently attached to each of said the back panels adjacent said the side seams 
and configured to refastenably engage one of said the front panels and upon disengagement of said 
the releasable joints, said the fasteners are also configured to rofactonable refastenably engage said 
an exterior surface of said the aosorbent chassis in said the front waist region, wherein caid factonoro 
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d e fin e a fast e n e r e dg e l e ngth i n said longitud i nal diroo ti on - and said ra le asabl e jo|nfe d e fin e -a- re lBas ablo 
joint -l ength - ki sa i d longitudina l dir e ction, wh e rein s a id rel e aoablo joint longth icfgroator than sa i d 
fasten e r e dg e l e ngth t he releasable joint is provided bv the fastener and arte or more releasable bonds . 

Claim 24 (currently amended): The absorbent article of claim 23/wherein said the absorbent chassis 
includes an outer cover which provides said the exterior surface of 6a& the absorbent chassis and 
wherein said the fasteners are configured to refastenablv^ngage directly with said the outer cover of 
sate the absorbent chassis. / 

Claim 25 (currently amended): The absorben^rticle of claim 23 wherein said the side panels are 
extensible in at least said the lateral direction. 




Claims 26-27 (canceled) 



Claim 28 (currently amended): The absorbent artlcleor claim 23 and further defining an article 
centerline in aaid the longitudinal direction whereMp^each of said the fasteners includes a fastener ear 
that is attached to said the second side margk^of said the side panel and extends Inwardly toward said 
the article centerline when i n a profaotonq^Gonfiguration , 

Claim 29 (currently amended): 
extensible in at least said the I; 




The absorbent article of daim 28 wherein said tfje fastener ear Is 
;ral direction. 



Claim 30 (canceled) 



Claim 31 (currently amended); The absop^nt article of claim 30 23 wherein said the one or more 
releasable bonds are ultrasonic bonds. 
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